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Risky business

Lrin Mclemore iz parsning a
degres in seciol work at Meridion
Cwmmunify College. Her consin,
Ist L1 Johae Brign Creel afthe
LLE. Air Force, iz soreing
FUEFERTE.

“He is fighting for our fieedom
ond e is deing gred hings,”
Lirin zaid, "1 wawled evereene fo
Eapow how frowd T om of him.”

By Erin McLemore
special to The Star

Wi have all been in situations
Ehak weere Do risky, Inmost cises,
we clecided fo et aut of those sits
vations. That was nof the case
when my cousin, 18t L1 John
Brian Creel, found himsell Gced
with a lfe-ordesth decision.

Az lome as [ ean remember,
Brian has been in the military,
He started ouf in the LS Army
amd served in Operation Desert
Sterm. Several vears ago, he
tramaferred to the 115 Air Force
anel became a helicapter palod
instructor. The military and hel
icopters have always been his
[ si,

After President Bush declared
war an berrorism, if was inevitable
Chant Berizm wankd go amd serve his
country. His job in the Air Force

was b fy helicopier rescue mis-
LIS,

Ui mission that stamds out in
miy head is a zero visibility rescue
he and his crew preformed during
o sandstorm. During the aand-
storm. a CHAT7 had crashed,
Brian and his crew were sent in
for the rescue, His crew finally
spotted the survivors, amd they
descended to the ground. The
rescue was successhul, but that i=
nat the end of the story.

Az Brian and his crew
prcended with the survivors, his
wingman wis engaged by enemy
missibes, Selflessly, Brian turned
around to provide defense again=g
the enemy's fire. He successfully
kept the enemy away, After pro-
tecting his wingman, bis aircraft
was fired upon. He maneuvered
around the missiles and came
through with sut a scrateh.

In appreciation, Brian was
awarded the Bichard T Knight
Aoward for outstanding achicve-
ment, He was presented with a
plagque and the brenge rescue
angel. He is truly o here and a
risk-aker. We should thank God
every day that we have such
brave men and women defending
freccam — and pray for His circlke
of protection areund them.

Life

Byrow Conrvelle's dasghler
submdfted this poein fo “Profle
25 A Lefter freie Home,”
These are are words ofa ULS,
Naey war killed in aetion in
Oefaber 1985

“My daddy had been aboard
the USE Lewdngfon carrier wlion &
s piled, landing selo for ke St
timie, lost coicfrol aud crasied,”
Jesgiea Conreelle wrote "My
dxddy, aad four ofhers, mere
Eilled, T rensemeber vey miom
caving late of migh! ahenever she
thanghi Hee three of ug (efeildeen)
s asleeg.

Biyoi s sords are 08 eae sos
s they seere fi 1088, the yedr
befiore e died,

A man iz barn:

What shall he be?

A great one perhaps,
M lietle Bhe These.

A Tide i Bwed:

What i= it like?

A polling patly,
Valleys and pikes.

A& mian shall dies
What shall he leawa?
A hope aned lave,

It Jesus he cleaved.

— Byrar {r. Conrielle, 1998
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